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D7 NOAA SSC NEWS & ACTIVITIES-May 2014
International Oil Spill Conference Held in Savannah, Ga."
The 2014 International Oil Spill Conference in Savannah, Ga May 5-8 was attended by over 2000
delegates and had a sold out exhibit hall. Many relevant displays, demonstrations, papers,
posters, and movies were offered at this year’s event. The proceedings will soon be available online at the IOSC website: http://ioscproceedings.org/

CARTHE-Consortium for
Advanced Research on
Transport of Hydrocarbon
in the Environment
CARTHE held a conference and
public outreach event in Hollywood
FL this month to present and
discuss new research related to
measuring, modeling, and
mitigating the eﬀects of
hydrocarbons in the environment.
This is another academic partnering
opportunity for our planning and
response. See more at their web
site: http://carthe.org"

NOAA ERD Participates
in Florida Marine Debris
Management Plan Meeting
NOAA’s Marine Debris Program
coordinated a meeting to identify and
discuss solutions for Florida marine
debris issues in St Petersburg, FL May
20-22. The workshop brought
together federal, state, and industry
partners who deal with marine debris
issues. The goal of the workshop was
to strengthen regional effectiveness by
sharing successes and challenges in
tackling existing priorities, and by
beginning to develop a state-wide
plan to address both everyday marine
debris and debris generated by severe
weather. NOAA ERD provided
perspectives related to NOAA’s
emergency response roles including
marine debris issues relative to
hurricanes and oil spills.

The first place poster award in the response category at IOSC went to authors Bradford
Benggio, NOAA Scientific Support Coord., Capt. John Slaughter and CDR Kim Chesteen with
USCG D7 Planning and Response Readiness Division, Richard Knudsen with Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, and Jason Desantis with National Response Corp. for their
submission on Tidal Inlet Protection Strategies for Oil Spill Response; Concepts, Testing, and
Considerations. The poster and field test provided valuable lessons for protection of Florida’s
tidal Inlets. This work was based on original protection strategies and concepts developed by
Miles O. Hayes with Research Planning, Inc.
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NOAA Oﬃce of Response and Restoration Emergency Response
Division supports USCG D7 Contingency Preparedness and Force
Readiness Division Marine Transportation System Recovery Unit
GIS workshop"

!
Inland Shoreline Cleanup
Assessment Techniques
Training Held
Office of Response & Restoration’s
Emergency Response Division and the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
Emergency Response and Removal
Branch collaborated to develop the new
inland Shoreline Cleanup and Assessment
Techniques (SCAT) training course for oil
spill responders. This was the first training
focusing this technique specifically on
inland waters, shorelines, and habitats
and was held in Atlanta, Georgia, May
13-15 2014. In addition to NOAA,
attendees included 25 responders from
EPA, U.S. Coast Guard, Mississippi, South
Carolina, and Georgia. The course
focused on training field level responders
to become members of SCAT teams
during oil spills and consisted of both
classroom to lectures and field exercises.

USCG D7 held a 4 day workshop in Tampa/St Petersburg, FL at USCG's Air Station
Clearwater, FL and NOAA National Marine Fisheries Southeast Regional Office in St
Petersburg, FL to focus on the use of various spatial data management and mapping
tools to support a variety of all hazards and response needs. Attendees to the
workshop included USCG planners with the Marine Transportation System programs
from around the USCG Seventh district, NOAA and State of Florida representatives.
NOAA provided training on the Scientific Support role to the Federal On-Scene
Coordinator and details of the structure, operation,responsibilities, and products of
incident command system environmental units. Topics during the workshop included
the USCG's Enterprise GIS system (E-GIS),, the Common Assessment Reporting Tool
(CART), ArcGIS, digital area contingency plans, the Florida Marine Spill Analysis System
(FMSAS), and NOAA's Emergency Response Mapping Application (ERMA). The focus
of the workshop was to gain awareness and understanding of how these information
management tools can support a variety of response missions. Future workshops were
discussed to update and further develop a comprehensive information management
plan for USCG D7 that would cover information management concepts, methods,
training, tools, data management, and data sharing issues.

During an oil spill, SCAT teams deploy to
the scene of the spill conduct surveys of
shorelines affected by the oil. They apply
standard and systematic techniques
taught in this training to describe oiling
conditions and develop
recommendations for cleanup priorities,
methods, and endpoints. These
recommendations are used to inform
decisions to remove oil and clean the
affected shorelines in the most
environmentally advantageous manner.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS"
• 10-12 June, NOAA SCAT training, Fort Lauderdale, FL"
• 17 June, Key West Area Committee Meeting"
• 30 June, Captain John Slaughter’s Retirement"
• 8-10 July, Caribbean Regional Response Team Meeting"
• 20 August, Miami PREP exercise"
• August (TBD) RRT4 meeting"
• 5 November, Tampa Prep Exercise"
• 2-4 December, Glean Gulf Conference
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